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Abstract. Stress is a pervasive issue among medical students, arising from demanding academic workloads, psy-

chological pressures, and limited recovery opportunities. The consequences of unmanaged stress include adverse

mental health outcomes, impaired academic performance, and increased burnout rates. This paper presents a novel

mathematical model that encapsulates stress dynamics, workload impact, secondary symptoms, and resilience.

The model introduces two control variables: u(t), modulating the influence of workload, and v(t), enhancing

resilience. A system of nonlinear differential equations describes the interaction among these factors. The frame-

work leverages optimal control strategies to minimize stress levels and improve resilience sustainably. Numerical

simulations demonstrate the effectiveness of these strategies, highlighting the potential for precise interventions

to mitigate stress. This work provides a foundation for evidence-based decision making in academic and psy-

chological support systems, offering insights into the effective management of stress in demanding educational

environment.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Stress is a well-known reality for students and educational professionals alike. Popularized

as early as 1936 by Hans Selye as ”the non-specific response of the body to any demand for

change” [2], the term has evolved to encompass psychological and emotional dimensions be-

yond the simple physiological response. Stress is now recognized as a complex phenomenon

with a significant impact on mental and physical health, academic performance and general

well-being. Research shows that this type of stress can lead to disorders such as anxiety, de-

pression and even long-term chronic health problems, directly affecting students’ quality of

life and personal fulfillment [3]. In this context, many factors contribute to increasing student

stress, including high workload, pressure to perform, perceived difficulty of subject and per-

ceived social support. This stress, often accompanied by symptoms such as insomnia, fatigue,

irritability, and lack of concentration, negatively impacts students ability to prepare effectively

and maintain emotional, psychological, and health balance [2, 3, 4].

Mathematical modelling and simulation of stress phenomena for medical students with op-

timal control. In the context of medical education, the ability to model and simulate stress

phenomena can be a valuable tool for students to better understand the physiological and psy-

chological effects of stress. Stress is a pervasive aspect of the medical profession, and effective

stress management is critical to the well-being and performance of medical students and practi-

tioners. Mathematical modelling of stress phenomena can involve the use of various techniques

such as differential equations, stochastic processes and optimization methods to capture the

complex dynamics of the stress response. These models can incorporate factors such as phys-

iological markers (e.g. heart rate, cortisol levels), psychological assessments (e.g. perceived

stress, anxiety), and environmental or situational influences (e.g. workload, social support).

Simulation of stress phenomena, on the other hand, can provide medical students with the op-

portunity to explore the effects of different stress-inducing scenarios and the effectiveness of

different stress management strategies. Through simulation, students can experiment with dif-

ferent coping mechanisms, evaluate their outcomes and develop personalized approaches to

stress management [5, 6].
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Optimal control theory can be particularly relevant in this context, as it allows for the iden-

tification of the most effective interventions or strategies to manage stress. By formulating the

problem as an optimization problem, where the goal is to minimize the negative impacts of

stress while maximizing the positive outcomes, optimal control techniques can guide the de-

velopment of personalized stress management plans for medical students [1]. The integration

of mathematical modeling, simulation, and optimal control in the context of stress phenom-

ena for medical students can have several benefits, including: Enhanced understanding of the

physiological and psychological mechanisms underlying the stress response; improved ability

to identify risk factors and early warning signs of stress-related issues; development of effective

stress management strategies tailored to the unique needs and characteristics of individual med-

ical students; opportunities for virtual experimentation and evaluation of stress management

interventions, without the risks associated with real-world implementation; promotion of self-

awareness and self-regulation skills among medical students, empowering them to proactively

manage stress throughout their academic and professional careers. By leveraging these interdis-

ciplinary approaches, medical education can better prepare students to navigate the challenges

of the medical field while maintaining their well-being and resilience [7, 8]. The goal of the

optimal control problem is to determine the best possible control inputs (such as adjustments to

workload, interventions on resilience, or other factors) that minimize the stress experienced by

the student over time. The control inputs could include interventions like support systems, study

schedules, relaxation practices, or other external factors that can influence the dynamics of the

model, see for example [22]. Stress is a common and natural response to challenging situations,

but when prolonged or unmanaged, it can lead to significant health problems. Medical students,

in particular, are exposed to high stress levels due to the intense academic and emotional de-

mands of their studies [5]. Managing this stress is crucial not only for their health but also for

their academic success and professional development. This study uses mathematical modeling

and optimal control theory to explore the dynamics of stress and identify optimal interventions

to manage stress levels effectively [6]. By simulating stress response systems and applying op-

timal control methods, we aim to provide actionable strategies for stress management tailored

to medical students.
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Medical school is known for its intense workload, emotionally taxing demands, and high lev-

els of responsibility. From early in their studies, medical students face a cascade of academic

pressures, including examinations, clinical practice, research, and the emotional stress of inter-

acting with patients [9]. As they progress through their academic careers, the cumulative stress

can lead to burnout, anxiety, depression, and even physical health problems, such as cardio-

vascular issues and weakened immune systems [10]. According to studies, stress levels among

medical students are significantly higher than in other student populations, with a substantial

number reporting that their stress interferes with their well-being and academic performance.

The cognitive load, emotional strain, and time pressures associated with medical education

create a unique stress environment. Unlike many other professions, medical students are also

required to deal with life-and-death situations early in their training, which adds an extra dimen-

sion to the stress they experience [11, 12]. While stress is a natural and sometimes necessary

response to challenge, chronic or poorly managed stress can become maladaptive, negatively

affecting students learning capabilities, decision-making, and emotional regulation [13, 14, 15].

The physiological response to stress involves multiple systems in the body, primarily the

sympathoadrenal system and the HPA axis [23]. These systems trigger the release of stress

hormones such as adrenaline and cortisol, which prepare the body for ”fight or flight”. However,

if stress persists over time, these systems can have harmful effects on the body, contributing

to a range of health problems. Additionally, recovery from stress is an essential process to

restore balance in the body, and understanding how to optimize recovery can help mitigate the

negative effects of stress. Given the central role that stress plays in medical education, it is

essential to understand how stress manifests in the body and how it can be managed effectively.

Mathematical modeling offers a powerful tool for analyzing complex systems like stress. By

representing the biological processes that underlie stress and recovery, mathematical models can

simulate how stress evolves over time and how interventions can influence this evolution. In this

context, we turn to an optimal control theory, which provides a framework for determining the

best strategies to manage stress. Optimal control theory involves finding control inputs that

minimize a predefined cost function, which in this case represents the negative effects of stress

on both the individual’s health and academic performance. The cost function includes terms for
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stress levels, hormone concentrations, and recovery, with penalties applied when these variables

exceed desired thresholds [26, 24, 25].

The purpose of this study is to model the stress response of medical students throughout their

academic journey and determine optimal strategies for stress management using control theory.

We aim to provide an understanding of how different factors contribute to stress and recovery,

and how interventions such as relaxation techniques, exercise, and medication can be timed and

adjusted for maximum benefit. By applying this model, we can guide students and educators

in designing evidence-based strategies for mitigating stress, ultimately leading to better health

outcomes and academic success[27]. Overview of the study approach is divided into two main

parts: The first part of the study involves developing a set of differential equations that de-

scribe the dynamics of stress and recovery in medical students. These equations will take into

account the key physiological variables such as: Stress level, academic workload, secondary

symptoms and resilience at time. The system of equations represents how stress develops, how

workload and symptoms are released in response to stress, and how recovery mechanisms coun-

teract stress over time. In the second part, we apply an optimal control theory to the system of

equations. The goal is to determine the best control strategies (e.g., when and how much to

apply relaxation techniques or pharmacological treatments) to minimize the overall cost func-

tion, which incorporates the negative impacts of prolonged stress. The optimal control will

be computed using numerical methods such as the Runge-Kutta integration algorithm for the

differential equations and optimization algorithms to find the best intervention policies. Key

questions addressed by the study: How does stress evolve over the course of a medical stu-

dent’s education? This involves modeling the physiological responses to academic and clinical

pressures and their cumulative impact over time. What is the role of recovery mechanisms in

mitigating stress? Understanding how different factors, such as sleep, relaxation techniques,

and social support, influence the recovery process and help reduce stress. How can optimal

control theory help in finding effective stress management strategies? By optimizing interven-

tions based on physiological responses, we aim to minimize the detrimental effects of stress,

optimize recovery, and improve overall student health and performance. Relevance to Medical

students are often exposed to a unique set of stressors, including intense workload, long hours,
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emotional encounters, and the pressure of making critical decisions. Managing these stressors

is crucial not only for their health but also for their future ability to care for patients effec-

tively. By applying a mathematical approach to stress management, we provide a quantitative

and evidence-based framework for students and educators to understand and mitigate the ef-

fects of stress. This study is particularly relevant as it offers medical students a structured way

to manage their own stress, using strategies derived from mathematical modeling and optimal

control, which could be applied not only to their academic careers but also to their future roles

as healthcare providers. In the end, we presented a few numerical simulations to validate the

proposed strategies.

2. MATHEMATICAL MODEL DESCRIPTION

Here’s a detailed model that follows the steps you requested: Introduction, Modeling, Math-

ematical study, Optimal control, and Numerical simulation. This model is inspired by system

dynamics concepts similar to the SITR model, but adapted to student stress. The proposed

model divides students into four groups. Where the variables are defined as follows:

• X(t): Represents the level of stress at time t for a medical student. This variable captures

the intensity of stress.

• Y (t): Represents the workload at time t, which could include study hours, academic

tasks, exams, etc. This variable influences stress directly.

• Z(t): Represents the secondary effects of stress at time t, such as physical or psycho-

logical symptoms (e.g., fatigue, anxiety, burnout,depression).

• K(t): Represents resilience at time t, which is the student’s capacity to cope with stress.

This could include coping mechanisms, social support, or other factors that moderate

the impact of stress (see, FIGURE 1).
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X: Stress level Y: Workload Z: Symptoms

K: Resilience
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α

FIGURE 1. Schematic representation of the academic stress model.

Then, this model is modeled by the following differential equation:

(1)



dX(t)
dt

=−βX(t)Y (t)− (α +θ)X(t)+λK(t)

dY (t)
dt

= βX(t)Y (t)− γY (t)−δY (t)

dZ(t)
dt

= θX(t)+δY (t)− (η +µ)Z(t)

dK(t)
dt

= αX(t)+ γY (t)+(η +µ)Z(t)−λK(t)

with X (t0) = X0 ≥ 0 , Y (t0) = Y0 ≥ 0 , Z (t0) = Z0 ≥ 0 and K (t0) = K0 ≥ 0 are the initial

conditions, and t ∈
[
t0,Tf

]
, and the coefficients are interpreted by:

• β : A coefficient representing the strength of the influence of workload Y (t) on stress

X(t). It quantifies how much stress increases as workload increases.

• α: A coefficient that represents the effect of resilience K(t) on stress X(t). A larger

value of α means that greater resilience helps reduce the stress.
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• η : A coefficient that represents the effect of resilience K(t) on the secondary symptoms

of stress Z(t). This describes how resilience influences the impact of stress on secondary

symptoms.

• γ: A coefficient representing the effect of the secondary stress symptoms Z(t) on work-

load Y (t). This captures how stress symptoms (e.g., fatigue, anxiety) reduce productiv-

ity or academic performance.

• δ : A coefficient representing the effect of workload Y (t) on the secondary stress symp-

toms Z(t). It describes how increasing workload leads to more stress-related symptoms.

• θ : A coefficient that represents the effect of the secondary symptoms Z(t) on resilience

K(t). This captures how stress symptoms may reduce the student’s ability to recover

and cope.

• λ : A coefficient representing the effect of resilience K(t) on stress X(t). It describes

how a student’s coping mechanisms or social support may reduce stress.

• µ: A coefficient representing the rate at which the secondary stress symptoms Z(t)

decay over time. This coefficient captures how a student’s coping strategies, recovery, or

external interventions reduce the impact of stress symptoms such as fatigue, anxiety, or

burnout. A larger value of µ would mean faster recovery from stress-related symptoms.

Each equation represents the rate of change of a variable over time, reflecting the dynamics

of stress, workload, symptoms, and resilience. Then, the term
dX(t)

dt
describes how stress

X(t) changes over time. Stress is influenced by workload Y (t), secondary symptoms Z(t),

and resilience K(t). The term
dY (t)

dt
describes how workload Y (t) changes over time. It is

influenced by stress X(t), the effect of symptoms Z(t), and the decrease in workload due to

fatigue or anxiety. The term
dZ(t)

dt
describes how the secondary stress symptoms Z(t) evolve

over time, influenced by stress X(t), workload Y (t), and resilience K(t), and the term
dK(t)

dt
describes how resilience K(t) evolves, influenced by stress X(t), workload Y (t), and secondary

symptoms Z(t).

3. MATHEMATICAL ANALYSIS OF THE MODEL

3.1. Positivity of solution.
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Theorem 3.1. If X (t0)≥ 0 , Y (t0)≥ 0 ,Z (t0)≥ 0 and K (t0)≥ 0, the solutions X(t), Y (t), Z(t)

and K(t) of System (1) are positive for all t ≥ t0.

Proof. It follows from the first equation of system (1) that

Ẋ(t) =
dX(t)

dt
=−βX(t)Y (t)− (α +η)X(t)+λK(t)≥−βX(t)Y (t)− (α +η)X(t),

=⇒ dX(t)
dt

+(βY (t)+(α +η))X(t)≥ 0,

by multiplying the both side of the last equality by exp
(∫ t

t0
(βY (s)+(α +η))ds

)
, we obtain

dX
dt

exp
(∫ t

t0
(βY (s)+(α +η))ds

)
+βX(t)Y (t)

(
exp
(∫ t

t0
(βY (s)+(α +η))ds

))
≥ 0.

Then,

d
dt

(
X(t)exp

(∫ t

t0
(βY (s)+(α +η))ds

))
≥ 0,

integrating this inequality from t0 to t gives

X(t)exp
(∫ t

t0
(βY (s)+(α +η))ds

)
−X (t0)≥ 0.

Then, X(t)exp
(∫ t

t0
(βY (s)+(α +η))ds

)
≥ X(t0). Hence,

X(t)≥ X(t0)exp
(
−
∫ t

t0
(βY (s)+(α +η))ds

)
.

i.e., X(t)≥ 0. Similarly, we show the positiveness of Y (t), Z(t) and K(t). �

3.2. Boundedness of solutions.

Theorem 3.2. The set Ω =
{
(X ,Y,Z,K) ∈ R4/0≤ X +Y +Z +K ≤C

}
positively invariant

under system (1) with initial conditions X (t0)≥ 0, Y (t0)≥ 0, Z (t0)≥ 0 and K (t0)≥ 0.

Proof. We presume that, N(t) = X(t)+Y (t)+Z(t)+K(t).

So,
dN
dt

= 0 then N(t) =C = N (t0). Hence, we will have 0≤ N(t)≤C it implies the region Ω

is positively invariant set for the system. �
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3.3. Solution existence.

Theorem 3.3. The system (1) satisfies a given initial condition, then it has a unique solution.

Proof. Let, φ(t) =


X(t)

Y (t)

Z(t)

K(t)

 and φt(t) =



dX
dt
dY
dt
dZ
dt
dK
dt


.

So, the system (1) can be rewritten in the following form φt(t) = Aφ +N(φ), with,

A =


−(α +θ) 0 0 λ

0 −(γ +δ ) 0 0

θ δ −(η +µ) 0

α γ η +µ −λ

 , N(φ) =


−βXY

βXY

0

0


and φt denotes derivative of φ with respect to time. The second term on the right-hand side

satisfies

|N(φ1)−N(φ2)|= |N1(φ1)−N1(φ2)|+ |N2(φ1)−N2(φ2)|,

then by applying the triangular inequality, we have

|N(φ1)−N(φ2)| ≤ 2σM(|X1−X2|+ |Y1−Y2|)

≤ 2σM|X1−X2|+2σM|Y1−Y2|

≤C|φ1−φ2|

with C = 2σM > 0. Thus, it follows that the function N is uniformly Lipschitz continuous,

therefore the solution of the system exists. �

4. OPTIMAL CONTROL OF THE MODEL

In this section, we define the controlled model linked to the proposed model, the existence of

the optimal control and the characterization of he optimal control. Then, to define the optimal

control of the model, we aim to find a control strategy that minimizes or maximizes a certain

objective, subject to the constraints imposed by the system of differential equations. In the



STRESS PHENOMENA FOR MEDICAL STUDENTS 11

context of your stress model for medical students, the objective could be minimizing the overall

stress or workload while optimizing resilience and secondary stress symptoms.

4.1. Optimal control formulation. In an optimal control framework, we need to introduce

control inputs that can modify the system’s dynamics. The control variables u(t) and v(t) rep-

resent the time-dependent decisions that influence the stress level X(t) and the resilience K(t).

The coefficients are as follows:

• u(t): Control to modify the impact of the workload on the stress.

• v(t): Control to modify the impact of resilience on the stress and secondary symptoms.

Then, the controlled optimal of the proposed model (1) is given by the following system:

(2)



dX(t)
dt

=−β (1−u(t))X(t)Y (t)− (α +θ + v(t))X(t)+λK(t)

dY (t)
dt

= β (1−u(t))X(t)Y (t)− γY (t)−δY (t)

dZ(t)
dt

= θX(t)+δY (t)− (η +µ)Z(t)

dK(t)
dt = (α + v(t))X(t)+ γY (t)+(η +µ)Z(t)−λK(t)

with X(t0)=X0≥ 0, Y (t0)=Y0≥ 0, Z(t0)= Z0≥ 0 and K(t0)=K0≥ 0 are the initial conditions,

and t ∈
[
t0,Tf

]
.

The objective of the optimal control problem is to minimize the total stress over time while

considering the costs of applying control inputs. The objective function is given by:

J (u,v) =
∫ Tf

t0

[
αX X(t)2 +αYY (t)2 +αZZ(t)2 +αKK(t)2 +βuu(t)2 +βvv(t)2]dt,

where αX ,αY ,αZ,αK are the weights on the state variables, and βu and βv are the weights on

the control variables. In other words, we are searching for the optimal values u∗ and v∗ of the

commands u and v such that

J (u∗,v∗) = min{J (u,v) |(u,v) ∈ S} ,

with S is the admissible controls set defined by

S =
{
(u,v) ∈

(
L∞
([

t0,Tf
]))2

,∀t ∈
[
t0,Tf

]
,0≤ u(t),v(t)≤ 1

}
.

In this section, we will prove the existence of an optimal control by using a result of [18, 19, 17]
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Theorem 4.1. There exists control functions u∗,v∗ such that

J(u∗,v∗) = min
(u,v)∈S

J(u(t),v(t)).

Proof. It is simple to confirm that an optimal control exists in order to demonstrate that:

C1 : The set of controls, and corresponding state variables, is not empty.

C2 : The admissible set S is convex and closed.

C3 : The right-hand side of the state system is bounded by a linear function in the state and

control variables.

C4 : The integrand L of the objective functional defined in (3) is convex on S.

C5 : There exist constants δ1 ≥ 0, δ2 ≥ 0 and η ≥ 1 such the integrand L(X ,Y,Z,K,u,v) of

the objective functional satisfies.

L(X ,Y,Z,K,u,v)≥ δ2 +δ1(|u2|+ |v2|)η/2

with

(3) L(X ,Y,Z,K,u,v) = αX X(t)2 +αYY (t)2 +αZZ(t)2 +αKK(t)2 +βuu(t)2 +βvv(t)2.

The first condition C1 is verified using Luke’s results [18]. The set S is convex and closed by

definition, thus the condition C2. Our state system is bounded hence the condition C3. Note

that the integrand of our objective function is convex from where conditions C4. To prove the

condition C5, we have u+ v ≥ |u|2 + |v|2 since 0 ≤ u,v ≤ 1, from which the last condition is

derived. The result follows directly from (Fleming and Rishel [19]). �

4.2. Optimal solution and characterization.

4.2.1. Hamiltonian formulation. To apply the Pontryagin’s Maximum Principle, we define

the Hamiltonian H as the Lagrangian of the system (for more details, see for example, [8, 20,

16, 21, 8]). The Hamiltonian is given by:

H =λX (−β (1−u(t))X(t)Y (t)− (α +θ + v(t))X(t)+λK(t))

+λY (β (1−u(t))X(t)Y (t)− γY (t)−δY (t))+λZ (θX(t)+δY (t)− (η +µ)Z(t))

+λK ((α + v(t))X(t)+ γY (t)+(η +µ)Z(t)−λK(t))+βuu(t)2 +βvv(t)2,
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where λX ,λY ,λZ,λK are the costate variables corresponding to X(t),Y (t),Z(t),K(t), respec-

tively. The Hamiltonian is maximized with respect to the control variables u(t) and v(t).

4.2.2. First-Order Optimality Conditions. To find the optimal controls u(t) and v(t), we dif-

ferentiate the Hamiltonian with respect to u(t) and v(t), and set these derivatives equal to zero.

Control u(t):

∂H
∂u(t)

= 0 =⇒ ∂

∂u(t)

[
λX (−β (1−u(t))X(t)Y (t))+λY (β (1−u(t))X(t)Y (t))+βuu(t)2]= 0.

=⇒ λX βX(t)Y (t)−λY βX(t)Y (t)+2βuu(t) = 0.

=⇒ (λX −λY )βX(t)Y (t)+2βuu(t) = 0.

=⇒ 2βuu(t) = (λY −λX)βX(t)Y (t).

=⇒ u(t) =
(λY −λX)βX(t)Y (t)

2βu
.

This implies that u(t) will be set to 1 when the difference between the costate variables λX

and λY is nonzero.

Control v(t):

∂H
∂v(t)

= 0 =⇒ ∂

∂v(t)
[−λX(α +θ + v(t))X(t)+λK(α + v(t))X(t)+βvv(t)] = 0.

=⇒−λX X(t)+λKX(t)+2βvv(t) = 0.

=⇒ (−λX +λK)X(t)+2βvv(t) = 0.

=⇒ v(t) =
(λK−λX)X(t)

2βv
.

This implies that v(t) will be set to 1 when the difference between the costate variables λX

and λK is nonzero.

The costate equations are obtained by differentiating the Hamiltonian with respect to the

corresponding state variables X(t), Y (t), Z(t) and K(t).

Costate equation for λX :

dλX

dt
=− ∂H

∂X(t)
=− [−β (1−u(t))Y (t)− (α +θ + v(t))+λ ] .

=⇒ dλX

dt
= β (1−u(t))Y (t)+(α +θ + v(t))−λ .
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Costate equation for λY :

dλY

dt
=− ∂H

∂Y (t)
=− [β (1−u(t))X(t)− γ−δ ] =⇒ dλY

dt
=−(β (1−u(t))X(t)− γ−δ ) .

Costate equation for λZ:

dλZ

dt
=− ∂H

∂Z(t)
=−(−(η +µ))λZ =⇒ dλZ

dt
= (η +µ)λZ.

Costate equation for λK:

dλK

dt
=− ∂H

∂K(t)
=−(−λ ) =⇒ dλK

dt
= λ .

The optimal control problem is now fully specified with the following set of equations:

- The state dynamics given by the system of differential equations in (2).

- The Hamiltonian formulation and first-order optimality conditions for u(t) and v(t).

- The costate equations for λX ,λY ,λZ,λK .

To solve this system numerically, one may employ numerical methods such as the shoot-

ing method or direct collocation, which allow for the simultaneous solution of both the state

equations and the costate equations.

5. NUMERICAL RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

5.1. Numerical and interpretation results. To analyze the dynamics of stress in medical stu-

dents, we solve the system of differential equations described earlier using numerical methods.

The system consists of four equations that model the evolution of stress level X(t), workload

Y (t), stress symptoms Z(t), and resilience K(t).

We used the MATLAB solver ode45 to numerically integrate the system over a time span

from t = t0 to t = 100 where t0 = 0, with initial conditions and parameter values set as follows:

Initial conditions: X(t0) = 1,Y (t0) = 1,Z(t0) = 0.5,K(t0) = 0.7.

Parameters: β = 0.05,α = 0.1,γ = 0.02,δ = 0.04,θ = 0.03,λ = 0.05,η = 0.01,µ =

0.02.
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FIGURE 2. Evolution of stress level, Workload, Stress Symptoms, and Re-

silience over time.

The model provides valuable insights into the interactions between workload, stress, and re-

silience, offering pathways for better management of stress in medical education. We conclude

that the numerical simulations provide insights into how stress, workload, symptoms, and re-

silience interact over time in medical students. By adjusting the model’s parameters, we can

explore strategies to mitigate stress, such as increasing resilience or managing workload more

effectively.

The Figure 2 showcases the temporal evolution of four key variables in the mathematical

model of academic stress among medical students: X(t) (Stress), Y (t) (Workload), Z(t) (Stress

Symptoms), and K(t) (Resilience). Each plot provides unique insights into the interplay be-

tween these variables over time. Subplots description stress (X) dynamics: The first subplot

illustrates the stress levels over time. The decreasing trajectory signifies how resilience and
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the resolution of secondary stress effects (Z(t)) contribute to lowering stress levels. Workload

(Y ) dynamics: The second subplot shows how academic workload varies with time. Initially

elevated, it decays as stress symptoms (Z(t)) reduce productivity, modeled through feedback

from stress and resilience factors. Stress symptoms Z(t) dynamics: The third subplot captures

the temporal variation of secondary symptoms such as fatigue and anxiety. The dynamics indi-

cate an initial increase due to rising stress, followed by a gradual decline influenced by decay

factors (µ;η). Resilience (K) dynamics: The fourth subplot highlights resilience dynamics. As

stress and workload decrease, K(t) improves, reflecting recovery and enhanced coping capacity

through modeled feedback mechanisms.

Scientific Interpretation The numerical solutions obtained using explicit finite differences

align with the theoretical model predictions. The refined discretization with smaller time steps

ensures stability and accuracy. The simulations capture the non-linear feedback among the

variables, showcasing the delicate balance between workload, stress, resilience, and recovery.

The Figure 2 is pivotal for understanding the time-dependent behavior of stress dynamics,

emphasizing the importance of interventions targeting workload and secondary symptoms to

enhance resilience in academic settings.

5.2. Numerical results for optimal control. To solve the optimal control problem of the

proposed model, we need to solve the system of differential equations given by Eq. (2). The goal

is to minimize the total stress over time while considering the costs associated with applying

the control inputs, u(t) and v(t).

The model includes four state variables: X(t), Y (t), Z(t) and K(t), each representing a dif-

ferent aspect of stress dynamics, and two control variables: u(t) and v(t), which represent the

interventions aimed at managing stress. We consider two examples. In the first, we used the

MATLAB solver ode45 to numerically integrate the system over a time span from t = t0 to

t = 50 where t0 = 0, with initial conditions and parameter values set as follows:

Initial conditions: X(t0) = 1.0, Y (t0) = 0.5, Z(t0) = 0.2, K(t0) = 0.1.

Parameters: β = 0.5, α = 0.1, γ = 0.3, δ = 0.1, θ = 0.2, λ = 0.3, η = 0.2, µ = 0.1.

The results are presented in the Figure 3, showing the evolution of stress level, Workload, Stress

Symptoms, and Resilience over time with and without control.
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FIGURE 3. Evolution of stress level, Workload, Stress Symptoms, and Re-

silience over time with and without control

In the second, we used the MATLAB solver ode45 to numerically integrate the system over

a time span from t = t0 to t = 50 where t0 = 0, with initial conditions and parameter values set

as follows:

Initial conditions: X(t0) = 1.0, Y (t0) = 0.5, Z(t0) = 0.2, K(t0) = 0.1.

Parameters: β = 0.71, α = 0.15, γ = 0.37, δ = 0.17, θ = 0.29, λ = 0.43, η =

0.29, µ = 0.14.

The results are presented in the Figure 4, showing the evolution of stress level, Workload,

Stress Symptoms, and Resilience over time with and without control.
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FIGURE 4. Evolution of stress level, Workload, Stress Symptoms, and Re-

silience over time with and without control.

The Figure 3 and Figure 4 provides a detailed comparison of the time evolution of the state

variables X(t), Y (t), Z(t) and K(t) under two scenarios: the system without control (solid blue

line) and the system with optimal control (dashed red line). The purpose of the analysis is to

evaluate the impact of control strategies u(t) and v(t) on the dynamic behavior and stabilization

of the system.

6. DISCUSSIONS

6.1. Dynamics of X(t). The variable X(t), representing a primary population or state within

the system, exhibits divergent behaviors depending on whether control is applied:

• Uncontrolled system: X(t) initially grows but stabilizes at a higher equilibrium over

time. This indicates ongoing interaction and potential strain within the system.
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• Controlled system: The control strategies u(t) and v(t) effectively regulate X(t), driv-

ing the population to a significantly lower equilibrium. This stabilization is achieved

faster, reflecting a dampened response due to reduced interactions and enhanced regu-

lation by control interventions.

6.2. Dynamics of Y (t). The variable Y (t), potentially representing a secondary population or

a dependent variable, demonstrates contrasting trends:

• Uncontrolled system: Y (t) stabilizes over a longer duration and remains at a moder-

ately high level, suggesting a suboptimal natural decay process without intervention.

• Controlled system: Control strategies dramatically accelerate the decay of Y (t), push-

ing it to near-zero levels. The coordinated actions of u(t), which reduces coupling with

X(t), and v(t), impacting other interactions, ensure rapid suppression of Y (t).

6.3. Dynamics of Z(t). The variable Z(t), hypothesized to represent an independent factor or

a third population, is influenced indirectly by X(t) and Y (t):

• Uncontrolled system: Z(t) undergoes a prolonged transient period before achieving

stability. Residual influences from X(t) and Y (t) drive fluctuations, emphasizing ineffi-

ciencies in unregulated dynamics.

• Controlled system: Z(t) stabilizes faster and at a lower equilibrium, showcasing the

downstream effects of X(t) and Y (t) regulation on Z(t).

6.4. Dynamics of K(t). The variable K(t), interpreted as a resource, efficiency measure, or

auxiliary state, demonstrates unique behavior:

• Uncontrolled system: K(t) is undefined in this scenario, highlighting its dependence

on control strategies.

• Controlled system: K(t) dynamically adjusts based on u(t) and v(t), growing rapidly

during the initial phase due to active resource allocation and stabilizing at a sustainable

equilibrium. This behavior reflects effective resource utilization facilitated by optimal

control.

6.5. Key observations and insights.
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• The controlled system consistently outperforms the uncontrolled system across all vari-

ables. u(t) and v(t) ensure faster convergence to desirable states, minimizing long-term

equilibrium values and reducing system strain.

• K(t), specific to the controlled system, acts as an indicator of efficiency and resource

optimization, further validating the benefits of regulation.

• The interplay among X(t), Y (t), and Z(t) highlights the cascading benefits of control

interventions addressing individual state dynamics and overall system behavior.

The Figures 2, 3 and 4 vividly demonstrates the superior performance of the controlled sys-

tem. By leveraging optimal control strategies, the system achieves faster stabilization, reduced

equilibrium values for key variables, and sustainable resource management. These findings

underscore the importance of precise interventions in managing complex systems.

To solve the optimal control problem of the proposed model, we need to solve the system of

differential equations given by Eq. (2). The goal is to minimize the total stress over time while

considering the costs associated with applying the control inputs, u(t) and v(t).

The model includes four state variables: X(t), Y (t), Z(t) and K(t), each representing a dif-

ferent aspect of stress dynamics, and two control variables: u(t) and v(t), which represent the

interventions aimed at managing stress.

The model reveals a comprehensive dynamic interplay among stress levels X(t), workload

Y (t), secondary symptoms Z(t), and resilience K(t), providing insights into the impact of opti-

mal control strategies. In the absence of control, X(t), representing stress, grows significantly

before stabilizing at a higher equilibrium, indicating sustained strain. Similarly, Y (t), reflecting

workload, decays naturally but remains at moderately high levels, while Z(t), linked to sec-

ondary symptoms, experiences prolonged transience before stabilization, exposing inefficien-

cies and the inability of the system to self-regulate. The introduction of control variables u(t)

and v(t), however, transforms these dynamics: u(t) effectively modulates the impact of work-

load, reducing its coupling to stress, while v(t) enhances resilience, directly mitigating stress.

Under controlled conditions, X(t), Y (t), and Z(t) stabilize rapidly at lower equilibria, indicating

diminished system strain. Notably, K(t), which remains undefined without control, exhibits dy-

namic growth during intervention, stabilizing at a level indicative of optimal resource utilization
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and stress mitigation. These results highlight the cascading benefits of control measures, as X(t)

and Y (t) directly influence the improvement of Z(t), while K(t) amplifies the system’s adaptive

capacity. This integrated response underscores the efficiency of control strategies in driving sys-

tem stability, reducing stress indicators, and promoting resilience. These findings reinforce the

importance of precise, targeted interventions for effectively managing complex stress dynam-

ics, offering significant implications for theoretical studies and practical applications in stress

management frameworks.

7. CONCLUSION

The model presented highlights the complex interplay between stress, workload, secondary

symptoms and resilience in medical students, and provides a dynamic framework for explor-

ing their interactions and the impact of optimal interventions. By integrating control strategies

u(t) and v(t), the model demonstrates how targeted efforts can effectively mitigate stress lev-

els, reduce workload burden, manage secondary symptoms, and enhance resilience. The results

emphasize the cascading effects of well-implemented controls, with regulation of primary vari-

ables such as workload and resilience driving overall system stabilization.Beyond its theoretical

contributions, this model has significant implications for practical stress management, partic-

ularly in academic settings. The ability to quantify and predict the outcomes of interventions

provides educators, policy makers and health professionals with actionable insights. Strategies

to optimize resilience-building initiatives, reduce workload intensity and intervene in symptom

management can be designed and rigorously evaluated based on such a framework.

Future developments of this model may include expanding its scope to include additional

factors such as peer influence, environmental stressors, or personalized parameters to account

for individual variability. The introduction of stochastic elements could further enhance its

robustness by accounting for the unpredictable nature of stress responses in real-life scenarios.

In addition, longitudinal studies validating the predictions of this model with empirical data

would strengthen its reliability and adaptability to diverse populations.

Finally, this model not only highlights the complexity of stress dynamics, but also provides a

roadmap for proactive, controlled interventions that promote better mental health and academic
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resilience in students. It bridges the gap between mathematical abstraction and real-world ap-

plicability, paving the way for interdisciplinary research and sustainable solutions in the field of

stress management.
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Étudiants en Médecine au Maroc : Quelles Interactions avec le Stress Psychosocial?, L’Encéphale 48 (2022),
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Médecine au Maroc: Résultats d’une Étude Multicentrique, Ann. Med.-Psychol., Rev. Psych. 178 (2020),

481–486. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amp.2018.11.012.

[13] H. Alharbi, A. Almalki, F. Alabdan, B. Hadad, Depression among Medical Students in Saudi Medical Col-

leges: A Cross-Sectional Study, Adv. Med. Educ. Pract. 9 (2018), 887–891. https://doi.org/10.2147/AMEP.S

182960.

[14] M. Barrimi, Y. Bouyahyaoui, Particularités de la Comorbidité Psychiatrique et Dermatologique chez les
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016/j.encep.2020.03.006.

[15] W. Tam, K. Lo, J. Pacheco, Prevalence of Depressive Symptoms among Medical Students: Overview of

Systematic Reviews, Med. Educ. 53 (2019), 345–354. https://doi.org/10.1111/medu.13770.

[16] O.M. Ogunlaran, S.C. Oukouomi Noutchie, Mathematical Model for an Effective Management of HIV In-

fection, BioMed Res. Int. 2016 (2016), 4217548. https://doi.org/10.1155/2016/4217548.

[17] I. Khaloufi, M. Lafif, Y. Benfatah, et al. A Continuous SIR Mathematical Model of the Spread of Infectious

Illnesses That Takes Human Immunity into Account, Math. Model. Comput. 10 (2023), 53–65. https://doi.or

g/10.23939/mmc2023.01.053.

[18] D.L. Lukes, Differential Equations: Classical to Controlled, Academic Press, (1982).

[19] W. Fleming, R. Rishel, Deterministic and Stochastic Optimal Control, Springer New York, (2012). https:

//doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4612-6380-7.

[20] M. Lafif, A. Ghazaoui, M. Rachik, J. Bouyaghroumni, Study of an Optimal Control Model for the Panic

Propagation in a Flying Aircraft, Commun. Math. Biol. Neurosci. 2022 (2022), 91. https://doi.org/10.28919

/cmbn/7553.

[21] I. Khaloufi, M. Karim, S.B. Rhila, et al. A Mathematical Model Describing the Correlation Between Smokers

and Tuberculosis Patients, Math. Eng. Sci. Aerospace. 14 (2023), 347–361.

[22] K.P. Körding, D.M. Wolpert, Bayesian Decision Theory in Sensorimotor Control, Trends Cognit. Sci. 10

(2006), 319–326. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tics.2006.05.003.

[23] K.R. Mifsud, J.M.H.M. Reul, Mineralocorticoid and Glucocorticoid Receptor-Mediated Control of Genomic

Responses to Stress in the Brain, Stress 21 (2018), 389–402. https://doi.org/10.1080/10253890.2018.145652

6.

[24] G.P. Chrousos, Regulation and Dysregulation of the Hypothalamic-Pituitary-Adrenal Axis. the Corticotropin-

Releasing Hormone Perspective, Endocrinol. Metab. Clin. North. Am. 21 (1992), 58–833.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jadr.2022.100456
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amp.2018.11.012
https://doi.org/10.2147/AMEP.S182960
https://doi.org/10.2147/AMEP.S182960
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.encep.2020.03.006
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.encep.2020.03.006
https://doi.org/10.1111/medu.13770
https://doi.org/10.1155/2016/4217548
https://doi.org/10.23939/mmc2023.01.053
https://doi.org/10.23939/mmc2023.01.053
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4612-6380-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4612-6380-7
https://doi.org/10.28919/cmbn/7553
https://doi.org/10.28919/cmbn/7553
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tics.2006.05.003
https://doi.org/10.1080/10253890.2018.1456526
https://doi.org/10.1080/10253890.2018.1456526


24 YASSINE KHOULDI, NADIA IDRISSI FATMI, AYOUB ABDELALIM, ABDENBI EL AZRI

[25] C. Tsigos, G.P. Chrousos, Physiology of the Hypothalamic-Pituitary-Adrenal Axis in Health and Dysregu-

lation in Psychiatric and Autoimmune Disorders, Endocrinol. Metab. Clin. North. Am. 23 (1994), 451–466.

https://doi.org/10.1016/S0889-8529(18)30078-1.

[26] M.J.A.G. Henckens, J.M. Deussing, A. Chen, Region-Specific Roles of the Corticotropin-Releasing Fac-

tor–Urocortin System in Stress, Nat. Rev. Neurosci. 17 (2016), 636–651. https://doi.org/10.1038/nrn.2016.94.
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